
 
 

SoftGuide uses RealObjects PDFreactor® for the 
automated production of software exposés 
 

Since 1996 SoftGuide has been providing online information about software solutions 
in the area of industry solutions, business applications areas and standard software. 
The SoftGuide database currently contains more than 8,000 up to date program de-
scriptions plus company profiles of 
more than 5,100 suppliers, produc-
ers and service providers. 

Every day SoftGuide provides sup-
pliers with hundreds of qualified 
contacts, either directly or via the 
contact form. 

In 2006 more than 6.4 million visitors 
visited the SoftGuide portal to re-
search commercial software solu-
tions. More than 130,000 customer 
enquiries were submitted via the 
contact form alone. 

Media partnerships with leading 
publishers such as the Konradin IT 
publishing group, IDG, CNET, 
Hoppenstedt and many others also mean that the coverage of the SoftGuide 
software guide is substantially higher than that of other comparable software cata-
logues in the German-speaking market. 

 

Together with a great variety of information and opportunities to download demo 
versions, plus supplementary information material and user reports, the SoftGuide 
offers its visitors so-called software exposés for downloading. These are PDF files 
containing details of suppliers and program descriptions of the software product 
being investigated, in printable format.  

Authors of the SoftGuide GmbH Co. KG: 
Holger Joachim, Director Marketing & Cooperations 
Aron Koch, Dipl. Wirtsch.-Inf.(FH), Software Developer / Administrator 

 

Starting situation 

The tool previously used to generate these documents only achieved an imperfect conversion of the 
existing HTML files into PDF format. Much of the source text data used for illustrations and diagrams 
in the HTML document was displayed in the wrong place or was incorrectly aligned after conversion. 
As a result, only around 50% of the potential documents were of sufficiently high quality to be made 
available for downloading. The remaining thousands of documents had to be checked and revised 
manually at great expense. 
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As the software exposés are very popular with users and generate a substantial proportion of all the 
enquiries for software products, the large number of program entries without an exposé was costing a 
great many leads – and therefore sales – every day. 

 

Technical background and solution 

The program descriptions provided by our more than 5,000 suppliers are merged into an HTML 
document via a pre-defined routine. This means that an XSL-FO based solution approach is ruled out.  

Instead, a CSS stylesheet is used to style and format them later. The PDFreactor function library is 
accessed within a batch application and converts the pre-generated HTML files into software exposés 
in PDF format – of excellent quality even when the HTML files contain problematical code. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

before 

 

after 

Conversion of an HTML 
file with the previously 
used application 

Conversion of an  
HTML file with  

RealObjects PDFreactor® 
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Experience with PDFreactor® 

The open technology enables technical integration into the existing IT infrastructure without problems. 
The server-side use, the quality of the conversion and the performance were major criteria when 
selecting the product. 

 

Summary 

After just a few weeks, the software exposés have already become an important element of 
SoftGuide’s lead acquisition. With RealObjects PDFreactor® a high-performance application has been 
successfully integrated and a noticeable improvement in the quality of the exposés has been achieved 
compared to the previously used tool.  
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Contact 

RealObjects GmbH SoftGuide GmbH & Co. KG 
Altenkessler Str. 17/B4 Am Gänsekamp 10 
D-66115 Saarbrücken D-38446 Wolfsburg 
Tel. 00 49 681 985 790 Tel. 00 49 7841 601007 
Fax 00 49 681 985 7929 Fax 00 49 7841 601235 
info@realobjects.com holger.joachim@softguide.de 
www.realobjects.com www.softguide.de 
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